
Tour to New England 

B U S I N E S S  N A M E  

Voix de Femme 
A C A D E M I C  Y E A R  2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1  

August 

Opening School Mass 

Welcome New/Returning 

Members 

 

September 

Our Lady of Sorrows Mass 

Mass after Home Football 

games 

Red Mass with Bishop Kevin 

Rhodes 

 

October 

Mass after Home Football 

games 

Concession Stand 

 

November 

Mass after Home Football 

game 

Vespers 

 

December 

Wedding of Alumna Cheryl 

Schayor-Kucharski 

Advent Lessons & Carols 

Advent Gift Exchange 

 

January 

Prepare for Tour 

 

February 

Tour in New England 

Junior Parent’s Weekend 

Mass 

Vespers and Concert 

 

March 

Vespers 

Annunciation Mass 

Dinner & Chanticleer Con-

cert 

 

April 

Stations of the Cross 

Palm Sunday Mass at St. 

Mark’s Parish 

Palm Sunday Mass with 

Bishop Kevin Rhodes 

 

May 

Eucharistic Procession 

Last Mass of the School Year 

on the 7th 

End of the Year Party 

 

Early Sunday morning we 

loaded the bus for our last stop 

on our tour, Manchester, NH.  

We sang the 10:30am Sunday 

Mass at St. Joseph Cathedral.  

Daniel Bayless, our director, 

worked at this cathedral before 

becoming our director.  We 

were able  to take a tour of the 

cathedral, led by Fr. Joseph 

Cooper, the cathedral rector,  

and explore downtown Man-

chester.   

Unfortunately our tour had to 

end Sunday.  We had a wonder-

ful time in Boston and Manches-

ter.  We will never forget our 

trip: singing in three beautiful 

churches, staying  with host 

families, the  night in the hotel, 

and meeting the ND alumni  

from the area.  It was an unfor-

gettable trip. 

Saturday morning, we had more 

free time to explore Newbury 

Street Concord Square, Boston.  

Some choir members, especially 

the architecture majors were 

excited to go around and look 

at the beautiful buildings.  In the 

afternoon we went Holy Name 

Parish in West Roxbury, MA 

where we sang the Saturday 

Vigil Mass and a concert.  After 

the scrumptious dinner pro-

vided by the Holy Name, we 

spent the night ina a hotel in 

Cambridge. 

Choir Members at O'Hare waiting to board the plane 

This year we flew to New Eng-

land.  Where we sang at two 

parishes in Massachusetts and 

then the cathedral in Manches-

ter, NH.   

We loaded the bus at 5:15am 

to get to O’Hare airport.  

Thankfully, our grad assistant 

Leora sang us French lullabies as 

we slept on the two hour bus 

ride.  

Once we landed in Boston, we 

had a few hours of free time to 

grab a lunch and walk around 

Quincy Market.  That evening 

we went to St. Mary’s Parish in 

Winchester, MA to sing vespers 

and a 45 minute concert.  After 

that long day, we were split up 

and spent the night with our 

lovely host families from St. 

Mary’s.  

WLC  is  

celebrating 25th 

Anniversary Next 

Year!! 
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Leora Nauta– graduate assistant 

Laura Rau– graduate assistant 

WLC’s Officers Board 
Erin Plate– President 

Corinne Vittori– Vice President (Fall) 

Jill Kapturowski– Vice President (Spring) 

Allison VanderBroek– Secretary 

Brittany Neisewander– Treasurer 

Helen Padden– Tour Director 

Nicole DeRoche– Allumni Relations Commissioner 

Maggie Barret– Liturgical Commissioner 

Lauren Miller– Librarian 

with the Basilica Schola. 

This is Laura’s second 

year working with WLC. 

She is also organist at 

First Presbyterian 

Church in Mishawaka, 

Indiana. She received a 

Bachelor of Music degree 

in both organ and piano 

performance from Wich-

Laura Rau is a second 

year organ student in the 

Master of Sacred Music 

program at the Univer-

sity of Notre Dame.  At 

Notre Dame she studies 

organ with Dr. Craig 

Cramer, assists with the 

Notre Dame Women's 

Liturgical Choir and sings 

ita State University 

(Kansas) in 2008. Before 

moving to South Bend, 

Laura served as organist 

at Trinity Presbyterian 

Church in Wichita and 

worked as an accompa-

nist for music students at 

Wichita State and as a 

private piano teacher.  

ploma in Church Mu-

sic in 2008 from The 

King's University Col-

lege. Most recently, she 

was the organ scholar of 

the national award-

winning choir of The 

Church of St. Andrew 

and St. Paul in Montreal.  

Leora Nauta recently 

graduated from the Mas-

ter of Music in Early Mu-

sic Performance from 

McGill University, where 

she was also a sessional 

lecturer for the depart-

ment of music theory. 

She received her Bache-

lor of Music and Di-

V O I X  D E  F E M M E  

Weekly Practice  

Schedule: 

Monday: 5-6:30pm 

Wednesday: 6-7:30pm 

Saturday: 4pm-Mass at 5 



Retreat: Make New Friends but Keep the Old 
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This year our retreat was 

Nov. 6th-7th.  After the Sun-

day Vigil Mass we ordered in 

pizza before leaving for the 

Life Action Retreat Center 

in Buchanan, MI.  

The liturgical commissioner, 

Maggie Barrett organized this 

overnight retreat for over 

twenty choir members who 

were able to go on retreat. 

The retreat provided an op-

portunity to take some time 

away from classes, projects, 

and other day-to-day 

stresses.  The retreat was 

focused on getting to know 

choir members on a more 

personal level and to reflect 

on our ministry as a Basilica 

choir.  Seniors shared what 

it means for them to be  

members of the choir, which 

led to a discussion on the 

role and responsibility we 

have to help the congrega-

tion sing and pray together, 

at Mass, Vespers and other 

services. 

The retreat would not be 

complete without playing 

games and icebreakers.  

There always needs to a big 

Apples to Apples game.  We 

ended the day with singing 

Night Prayers all together.  

Retreat was a great time to 

be with friends.   

present and past!!! 

Please keep your eyes open 

to more information about 

upcoming events for next 

year!  

During the 2011-2012 aca-

demic  year, the WLC will 

celebrate its 25th anniver-

sary as a Choir at Notre 

Dame.  We have much to 

celebrate– our various 

name changes, our different 

directors and most impor-

tantly all our members both 

WLC were excited to start 

the day.  Our stand went up 

in record time and we were 

able to begin the day with 

selling hot chocolate and 

coffee.  As the lunchtime 

approached, our concession 

stand by the flag pole on 

South Quad had an unceas-

ing line.  We were busy grill-

ing hot dogs, brats and bur-

gers.  Not only did we make 

sure to serve our food with 

a warm smile, we also en-

tertained those in our line 

by singing the Alma Mater.  

Some might think that a 

women’s club can not grill, 

but with the help of our 

choir director we had kept 

the charcoal burning.  Of 

course the day ended excel-

lently after a Notre Dame 

victory over Western 

Michigan.  

Home football games are 

always a welcome on Satur-

day as a way to forget about 

the homework or pending 

projects for a few hours.  

But what makes those Satur-

days even better is working a 

concession stand with your 

friends all morning long!!  

October 16th started out as 

a cold morning in South 

Bend, but the members of 

Concession Stand 

Planning for the 25th Anniversary of WLC 

“Working the 

concession stand was a 

treat this year! The 

weather was fantastic, 

so singing the Alma 

Mater while selling out  

of hot dogs, burgers 

and brats was a great 

way to spend the day.” 

~Helen Padden, 2012 

A new tradition this year! 
In the fall semester the 

members had the oppor-

tunity to attend music the-

ory workshops.  These 

crash-courses were given 

by Daniel Bayless, our Di-

rector, and by the grad 

assistants– Laura and 

Leora.  They took place 

after our Monday night 

rehearsals and were about 

fifteen minutes long.  The 

eight workshops covered 

the following topics (and 

more): 

 Basic note reading 

 Solfege & Intervals 

 Scales & Solfege 

 Dynamics/Tempos 

 Chords 

 Chant  



Mary Kerns– graduated in 

December with a Science 

Pre-Professional degree and 

is going to medical school at 

Florida International Uni-

versity in Miami.  

Erin Plate– our choir 

president graduated with 

degrees in Arabic and An-

thropology and is going to 

Air Force Intelligence 

School in Saint Angelo, TX.  

Christi Mastrucci–  

graduated with degrees in 

English and Greek and Ro-

man Civilizations.  She plans 

Dear Alumni, we are sad to 

see some wonderful and 

dedicated women leave the 

WLC after graduation this 

May.  Our consolation is 

that they will be joining you 

as our alumni.  We have six 

graduates.  Each of these 

women has been with the 

choir since their freshman 

year.  They tirelessly gave 

themselves to the choir, 

and we would like to thank 

them for their hard work 

and dedication.   

 

on going to law school this 

fall.  

Lauren Miller– graduated 

with a mechanical engineer 

degree and will be entering 

the workforce.  

Allison Vander Broek-  

graduated with a sociology 

degree.  She is planning on 

entering the workforce.  

Iraisa Ann Reilly -

graduated with degrees in 

Theatre and English. She is 

looking into working with a 

service group for this next 

year.   

Visit us at our Website: 

www.nd.edu/~ndwlc 

The Chorister's Prayer 

Bless O Lord us your servants 

Who minister in your temple, 

grant that what we pray with our lips 

we may believe in our hearts 

we may show forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Business Name 

Special on Graduating Seniors 

As always, the WLC accepts donations to 

help fund future tours and choir activities. 

Contributions to the choir endowment, pay-

able to University of Notre Dame, should be 

mailed to:  
 

Women’s Liturgical Choir 
c/o Carol J Hennion 

Development Donor Services 

1100 Grace Hall 

Notre Dame, IN 46556 
 

Please indicate Women’s Liturgical Choir in the 

memo on the check. 



Choir Members guard the 

money box during con-

cession stand! (Above) 

Choir Members set up the conces-

sion stand 

Choir members enjoying pizza  Choir members at Quincy Market 

The sign for our concession stand 

Choir members before 

singing at St. Joseph’s Ca-

thedral in Manchester, 

NH  

 

Performing a varied repertoire of the highest quality including chant, Renaissance po-

lyphony and music from the 18th through the 21st centuries, the 40 dedicated mem-

bers of the Women’s Liturgical Choir offer music for the Vigil Mass in the Basilica of the 

Sacred Heart, including the Masses following Notre Dame hone football games.  In addi-

tion to the choral responsibilities at the Basilica Vigil Mass, the women sing Sunday Ves-

pers, Advent Lessons and Carols, as well as solemnities, feasts and other special univer-

sity liturgies.  The choir tours each spring.  Past  tours have included performances in 

the cathedrals of Arlington, Boston, Chicago, Manchester, Nashville, New York, Omaha, 

St. Louis, Toronto, Washington, as well as the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-

maculate Conception in Washington, and the Cadet Chapel at the United States Naval 

Academy in Annapolis.  
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Letter from the Director 
As you can see from the pages of this newsletter, the 2010-2011 academic 

year was packed full of wonderful activities, prayer, and music for the 

Women’s Liturgical Choir.  It is an honor to be the director of this choir with 

so much energy and musical talent. 

 

This year’s tour to Massachusetts and New Hampshire allowed the choir to 

share music and pray with parishioners at St. Mary’s in Winchester, MA; Holy 

Name Parish in West Roxbury, MA; and St. Joseph Cathedral in Manchester, 

NH.  We also went on a local “mini-tour” on Palm Sunday, singing the Vigil 

Mass at the Basilica as usual, then singing at St. Mark’s in Niles, MI on Sunday 

morning, and a Mass at Holy Cross Church in South Bend with Bishop 

Rhoades and the pilgrims who partook in a multi-church pilgrimage through 

the heart of South Bend. 

 

The WLC began a new program this year to teach and reinforce the basics of 

music theory, liturgy, and music history in WLC Workshops.  Workshops last 

15 minutes and occur at the conclusion of Monday rehearsals in Coleman-

Morse.  We hope to continue and expand these workshops in coming years. 

 

Please keep your eyes open for announcements regarding the 25th anniversary 

of the Women’s Liturgical Choir during the 2011-2012 academic year.  We 

hope this will be a wonderful opportunity for current choir members and 
alumnae to share their experiences in the choir. 

 

Thanks to the WLC members, the officers, and all of the alumnae for all their 

hard work and support to make the Women’s Liturgical Choir the great suc-

cess it s. 

 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Bayless 

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  

Saint Cecilia, 

pray for  us! 


